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in Edgewater, MD.  We had a great planning 
meeting with good attendance.  The food was 
great and the desserts topped it off.  Thank 
you two for hosting; everyone had a great 
time. 
 

It was also great to welcome back P/C Bonnie 
Gaskins, S and P/C Arline Leggett, P both are 
doing well. 
 

October Meeting 
 

Tuesday, October 18, 2016  
7:00 p.m. 

 
Capital Yacht Club 

660 Water Street, SW 
Washington, DC 

 
Dinner Provided 
($10.00 a person) 

 
Come out and enjoy an evening  

on the water. 

Commander’s Report 
By Howard Gasaway, Jr  P 
 

Capital Yacht Club has agreed to host the Potomac River 
Power Squadron once again for 2016-2017.  We like to thank 
Carl and Rese Cole; they both have been there all the way.  
 

The Capital Waterfront – The Wharf, as it be known, is  
starting to transform with three buildings popping up already.  
The boat slips are in place for the two marinas. The shops 
and fish market are in the plans for the next phase.  Parking 
was adequate.  
 

Thanks to Lt Jessica Dankert, S for the Bumper Sticker  
design and having them printed.  We are excited that we can 
display our Squadron new web page info on the sticker.  We 
will distribute them at the next All Hands Meeting in  
October. 
 

It is time to think about our Thanksgiving All Hands Meeting 
on Tuesday, 15 November 2016.  We plan to go out to a  
restaurant.  Information will follow in a Sail Angle alert.  
 

If you plan to buy a new or slightly used boats attend the  
Annapolis Boat Shows: The sailboat show is 6-10 October 
and the power boat show is 13-16 October.  
 

Don’t forget to submit the names of members for your  
recommendations for Merit Marks to: Chairperson, P/C  
Anthony Brown, P by 15 October. 
 

P/C John Wilmot, JN and his wife Betty hosted the  
September Executive Committee Meeting at their residence 
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District 5 FALL EDUCATION CONFERENCE 17-20 

NOVEMBER 2016 IN CAMBRIDGE, MD.  HOPE TO 

SEE YOU THERE!  

Education Officer’s Report 

By P/C James Gorman, Jr,  AP 

 

Greetings Students! 
Yes.  Students.  We are all students of one thing or 
another, students of life itself, if nothing else.  But let 
us hope we are all in the Power Squadron, in part, to 
be students of boating.  With this in mind, at our next 
PRPS meeting there will be a short seminar on some 
phase of boating or on the operation of the Power 
Squadron.  Hopefully, this will be fun and              
informative. 
 
Many thanks to our Commander, Howard Gasaway, 
for teaching the Basic Boating Coarse to a group of 
new boaters.  Because of his efforts we are all safer 
on the water.  
 
Mark your calendars.  17 – 20 November 2016 at the 
Hyatt Regency Hotel in Cambridge, MD, USPS Dis-
trict 5 (Atlantic City south to Virginia Beach west to 
Smith Mountain Lake) will hold the Fall Education 
Conference.  This is a gathering of like minded     
people, we all love boating, to meet and greet and at-
tend interesting seminars.  There will also be a fun 
Casino Night and a nice choice of meals on Saturday.  
Check out all the details on the D-5 website.  I hope 
to see you there. 
 
If you are interested in an advanced Course or a   

Seminar on a particular subject, please let me know.  

Your interests are our interest. 

 
For the October All Hands Meeting the meal will be 

$10.00 per person.  Please rsvp to 1st Lt Lorraine 

Roberson, S if you plan to attend. 

 

Executive Officer’s Report 
By P/C Bonnie Gaskins, S 

We have upcoming events that will bring opportunities 
for Fun and Participation from all. 
 
Our monthly meetings have started back, turnout for 
the All Hands Meeting was good and thanks to my 
committee members for their presence AND reports. 
 
VSC: Cleveland Leggett repor ted on the success of 
current Vessel Safety Examiners numbers, but         
encourage them to keep pushing to increase their   
numbers to make for Safe Boating for all boaters    
navigating the waterways and to avoid potential fines.   
Now that boating season is nearing to end for 2016, 
there will be a Vessel Safety Check seminar coming up 
for those interested to become a VSE and for current 
examiners to take as a refresher course.  More detail 
information will be announced on SailAngle and at the 
17 October meeting.  Thank you and “Great Job” to all 
our hard-working vessel examiners! 
 
Public Relations:  Jessica Dankert is diligently    
working hard on designing a bumper sticker for    
members to display on their vehicle and boat (if you so 
desire), promoting safe boating and to make PRPS 
more visible and transparent to the public.  We are so 
excited and looking forward to displaying the sticker 
knowing the positive results this will make for our 
squadron.  Thank you for your effort and time Jess! 
 
Programs: Travis Johnson is conscientiously    
searching and looking for speakers and/or                
entertainment that would interest everyone attending 
our All Hands Meetings.  If you may have an idea or 
suggestion, please let me or Travis know…your input 
will be appreciated. 
 
Events:  The US Powerboat Show, Annapolis, MD    
13-16 October 2016- This is a great opportunity to  
interact with local boaters and helps to increase     
boating safety awareness to the public.  Jump on board 
and sign-up to help man the booth with Annapolis 
Power Squadron. Let me know if you are interested. 
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Safety Report 

By Eugene Roberson, Jr.,S 

   DIFFERENT DEVICES USED ON THE WATER

  

Flares have been around for than 100 years, because 

they just plain work. Some people think fire signal as 

a danger when it appears where we know it isn't sup-

pose to be.  We know we have a problem when we 

see fire on the water.   

 

 

Commander’s Report-Cont Exec, Officer Report-Cont 



Current members are welcome to receive the audit report. 
See the Treasurer at the October meeting, or contact Tony 
Brown by email at “Disco Kid,” dyskokyd@yahoo.com.  

Page 3 

Mark You Calendars 
 

Activities for All 
Come and Join Us and Invite 

a Friend 
  

 

Oct 1 & 8 ABC Course 

Oct. 13-16 Powerboat Boat Show 

Oct. 18 PRPS Meeting 

Nov. 15 PRPS Thanksgiving Meeting 

Nov 17 –20 Fall Education Conference 
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It is easy to recognize as a distress signal, easy to use, 

very bright and you can see it miles away.  Flares  

expire 42 months after the manufacture make them        

for good reason, flares become unstable over time 

and aren't as reliable. If you are not careful flares 

emit sparks, which can damage your boat or burn 

you.   

 

Led Devices are highest effective intensity of any  

electronic light available.  Easy to set a particular  

color , length of flash, or flash pattern.  With         

appropriate power, can work for days, rather than 

minutes.  Far safer to handle than  flares.  

 

Laser Devices have been on used longer than the 

LED lights but has not caught on as an alternative to 

flares. Green laser is very visible at night, and the 

farther away it is, the wider its beam becomes.  Far 

safer than flares, compact and designed to last for 

five hours of continuous use.   

   

So where does that leave the boaters who needs to 

make a decision?  Go to  

www.BoatUS.org/distress-signals/requirements. 

 

Extra Extra, Read All About It Report 

By Lt/C Anthony Brown, P 

Ships Store: Be the fashionable “yachtsman.” Visit your 
Ship’s Store at the October Meeting. 

Men’s long sleeve wool shirts…$44. Women’s long 
sleeve wool shirt…$36. 

Waterproof zip jackets…$56.00.  Hoodies…$48.  Navy 
blue hats…$25.00. Plus, remaining stock of very cool 
summer, short sleeve polo tops in the $35.00 range. 

 We are not ordering new stock for inventory after       
September 30. However, we will gladly accept your order. 
We trust members for payment, but your order is your 
commitment. 

 Audit Report: The audit of squadron financial records for 
the 2015-2016 fiscal year has been completed. Our books 
were found to be in good order. 

May 

Safety Officer’s Report-Cont 

ABC Class 

October 2016 
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PRPS THANKSGIVING ALL HANDS MEETING 
Sir Walter Raleigh Inn, 6323 Greenbelt Road (RT 193) Behind Sunoco Gas Station 

Berwyn Heights, Maryland 
(301) 474-3420 

Tuesday, November 15, 2016 
7:00 PM 

 

Menu 
BBQ Chicken Breast 8oz Jumbo Crab Cake 

½ Prime Rib Salmon 
Also includes:  Salad Bar, Baked Potato, Soda, Ice or Hot Tea and Coffee  

Cash Bar 
Check payable to “PRPS” in the amount of $30.00 each no later than November 8, 2016 along with your choice of the four       
selections above. Mail to 1st/Lt Lorraine Roberson, 11003 Kencrest Drive, Mitchellville, MD  20721 
 

Name: _______________________________________ Selection: ___________________________________ 
 

Name: _______________________________________ Selection: ___________________________________ 

 
 
 
 

What Knot to Know... 

Step 1: Pass the working end over  and 
around the mooring post or ring. 

Step 2: Bring the working par t forward of the standing 
part. Form a clockwise underhand loop in the working end 
about two feet from the end  of the line. 

Step 3: Form a bight in the remaining work-
ing end and pass it under the standing part in 
the center of the clockwise loop. 

Step 4: Pull the bight to tighten the loop, and snug the knot 
up against the mooring post or ring. A pull on the working 
end releases the hitch 

Mooring Hitch 
Perfected by pirates on every ocean, the mooring 
hitch, or high post hitch is a quick release knot that 
allows you to release your mooring line with a 
single pull to the working end. 
 
Note: This is an insecure hitch and should not be 
trusted in situations where the line MUST hold 
fast. 


